The Green Network of Estonia
Janar Raet

The Green Network of Estonia
J anar RaEt (raet@emu.ee)

Department of Landscape Management and Nature Conservation, Institute of Environmental and Agricultural Sciences, Estonian University of N
Life Sciences Q : (a2

At the third Environment for Europe conference of Environment Ministers in Sofia on 25 October 1995 the Pan-

European biological and landscape diversity strategy was approved. The long-term goal of the strategy was to Haru -2003

protect biological and landscape diversity throughout Europe in the 20 years following the adoption of the strategy. BN 51.8% Laine-Viru Ida-Viru
The strategy stipulated the development of the Pan-European ecological network for the protection of ecosystems, h - 7 ° A 2006 2003
habitats, species and their genetic diversity and landscapes of European importance (EEIC, 2008). o 47.1% 75,6% |
Estonia also takes part in this process. By Order 763-k of the Government of the Republic, issued in 1999 and |
entitled “Initiation of thematic plans for county plans”, the plan “Environmental conditions for guiding settlement and Rapla

land use” was initiated in all of Estonian counties. Two important subtopics of this plan are “Green network” and 2002

“Valuable landscapes”. The county thematic plan is the basic material for compiling local governments’ general 57,9%

plans. Section 8 of the Estonian Planning Act points out that one of the specific objectives of the general plan is to

establish the conditions to ensure the functioning of the Green Network (sometimes also referred as Ecological

Network). Recommended methodology was elaborated for counties to implement on compiling the thematic plan

(Sepp and Jagomaéagi, 2002). The Green Network in Estonia is supposed to complement the network of protected Pirnu

areas, combining them with natural areas into unified system. One goal was also to incorporate all theNatura 2000 2003

Network areas but it was kind of complicated because of in most of the cases county thematic plans were validated ”  eaw. Viljandi Tartu - 2006 <
before the official Natura 2000 areas list was created in 2004. ‘ o 2004 44.,6%

To study the consistence of different land use classes within the Green Network comparisons were made with W 44,9%

Estonian Base Map (1:50 000) and Estonian Basic Map (1:10 000). In most of these county level thematic plans

Estonian Base Map was used in compilation process. Comparisons with Natura areas were also carried out to find Polva - 2005 ~

how big is the share of Natura areas incorporated into the Green Network. Valga 51,1%
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Figure: Validation year of county thematic plan and the share of county territory
the Green Network Is covering
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Figure: The Green Network of Estonia

" The Green Network
B Towns
—— Major Roads L . Table: Comparison of some land use classes. The
consistence of the Green Network according to
Estonian Base Map (1:50 000) and Estonian Basic Map
(1:10 000). Much bigger differences were expected to
. be here to be caused by the different generalization
; level of maps.
"/ |% of total area: Forest
BaseM. BasicM |BaseM. BasicM |BaseM. BasicM |BaseM.|BasicM.
Ida-Viru County 812 | 739 | 1.2 43 0,6 04 | 170 | 213
Parnu County 745 | 685 | 78 | 110 | 06 05 | 17,1 | 20,0
Laane County 651 | 519 | 103 | 197 | 09 10 | 237 | 274
Saare County 799 | 651 | 102 | 151 | 038 0,6 91 | 192
Jégeva County 747 | 692 | 155 | 176 | 08 0,7 90 | 125
Hiiu County 829 | 684 | 87 | 163 | 156 1,6 6,8 | 137
Rapla County 731 | 675 | 106 | 131 | 07 07 | 156 | 188
Harju County 805 | 717 | 35 72 0.8 08 | 152 | 203
Pélva County 715 | 664 | 157 | 168 | 1,0 08 | 118 | 16,0
Jarva County 740 | 709 | 122 | 140 | 05 04 | 133 | 147
Véru County 791 | 708 | 129 | 171 | 09 0,8 71 | 113
Laane-Viru County | 787 | 714 | 132 | 179 | 13 0,9 6,8 9.8
Viljandi County 760 | 681 | 65 | 102 | 06 05 | 169 | 21,2
Valga County 836 | 751 | 119 | 150 | 06 0,7 3.9 9.2
Tartu County 634 | 581 | 113 | 136 | 1.1 09 | 242 | 273
| The Green Network :
Conservation areas/Loodusalad -
Table: Distribution of Natura 2000 areas along the Bird areas/Linnualad i Il
Green Network areas. Is Green Network incorporating Bl Towns W |
all the Natura 2000 areas? (only the share of dry land — Major Roads | : “ 5
areas was taken into account in these numbers here) S £ | - |
Bird areas/Linnualad Conservation areas/Loodusalad E =
County Green o County Green y T %
Total, Ha | Netw. Ha| © | Total, Ha | Netw. Ha ° .
Ida-Viru County 484135 48391,0 51972.8] 514155| 98,9 S
Parnu County 92265 82943 4 90556.0] 81872.6] 904 il]]] ‘\ =
Laane County 689940 676325 75548 5| 739930 97.9
Saare County 402351 39391,9 52856,9| 517401 97,9 P .
Jdgeva County 19248.4| 180188 20958.6] 19907.0] 95,0 s i
Hiiu County 11201,0] 11180,1 23743 5| 237106 99,9 III
Rapla County 20450,1| 202813 51872,5| 50688.4| 97,7 . T
Harju County 60432,9| 536577 73409.8| 648541 883 O\ HH —
P&lva County 6251,8] 60235 14406,8| 137895 957 e : A g
Jarva County 22329 4| 221105 22662,5| 222304 98,1 : i “ 2 o
Véru County 28120,7| 20782.8 341663| 257149 753 / -y
Laane-Viru County | 36709,7| 36334,6 455392 446767 981 - N N
Viljandi County 42207.0] 42012,0 459708 45323.3| 986 | J y )
Valga County 331055 194460 37838.8| 242916] 642 W = ;«, .
Tartu Count 448371 408158 51739.2| 47264.4| 914 = r : ' s
= h=4
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Figure: The Green Network and Natura 2000 areas




